no such thing as a machine-produced critical edition, and this is not the goal of digital philology. Any method of text edition, no matter the school, has an element of the meticulous and repetitive about it. The aim of digital methods is to assume the burden of these repetitive and predictable tasks, leaving the human editor free to apply his or her interpretation and judgment to the substantial, and more interesting, questions that remain.
By far the primary advantage of the digital age is that rigorous, codifiable, and repetitive work may be delegated to the computer, which after all does not become bored or careless in its work. There is a great deal of such repetitive work in the process of text critical edition. To take full advantage of the computer's capacity for handling the codifiable tasks, the steps of creating a digital edition must be separated into those that are necessarily manual and those that can be automated. An emerging "digital" method of text criticism is best broken into several distinct steps, as suggested by Robinson (2004) :
All of these must be done for any text edition; traditional methods, however, usually combine transcription and collation, and stemmatic analysis has often been attempted before transcription even begins. In our sequence of steps in digital philology above, transcription refers to the process of replicating the content of a manuscript text into a computer file for later manipulation and display. This is possibly the most important step in the process, as an accurate set of transcriptions is the basis for a good critical edition. Collation is the process of reconciling these transcribed texts, finding the correspondences and variations between them. Analysis refers to the use of computer programs to help the editor draw conclusions about the transcribed and collated text. Several forms of analysis may be appropriate at this stage, such as linguistic analysis or stylistic analysis for author attribution; here we will focus particularly on stemmatic analysis. This is the creation of a hypothetical "family tree" to describe the relationships between the extant manuscript texts. Edition is the step during which the collated texts are reviewed for their correspondences and differences, and the editor applies his or her scholarly judgment to the question of what, from the various alternatives (including, on occasion, emendation), the best text is. Publication is the final product -a printed book
